The Sentinels 


REMONSTRANCE, 


A Vindication of the Souldiers to the Peopk of this Common-wealth , &c. laying open the 


manifold wrongs, abuſes, and cheats put upon them, and the People who have duely payd their 
Taxes,to the enriching of ſome, the ſeverall calamities and ruine both of people and Souldiery. 


By W. B. 


Þ Souldery having fince the beginoing of theſe lateunnanatural Wars (being ſoothed up by long expected Liberty) 


| hazarded their Blood and ſucceeding Fortunes tor promoting of Equity and Jufticez and having from time to time 
#Pem. evidenced their unalterable AfﬀeC&tions to theſe primitive Principles, * though by an unworthy matchivilian Pen 

med they are termed a changing and mutable Crew, ready to embraceall Governments; and x So their miſcarriages are no ways 
fareſwan., ; ict . , . , 457 . . 

*"- pardonable. Give ns but leave in the plain language of Souldiers to publiſh our Vindication to the known and uobiaſled judg- 
ments of theſe Nations, to whom we are willing to ſubmit our Caſe, leſt we be judged raſh in rendring thoſe that are —_ 
culpable guilty without reaſon,and tools if we conceal what may conduce to a general good. 

At the beginning of theſe inteſtine and clandeſtine broyles, mens minds and conſciences were ſo much abuſed for want of 

| Liberty, that the godly of theſe Nations were enforced to ergageiman unanimous way, to petition firſt the Almighey for 
thoſe endeared promiſes of Soul-comforts; and thereafter thelawful Power by him eſtabliſhed ; bur ſeeing it pleaſed God 

either for the puniſhment of the then power , their paſſingby the faults of Great Ones and men in Authority, and op- 

_ preſling the poor needy Subjet, er the Nations in general for their murmurings and back {lidings, we dare not judge : But 
thusit fell out, that the late King and Parliament did fo far difagree,that Armies were raiſed on both fides;the King to defend 

| his Power and Laws by him eſtabliſhed ; the Parliament to remove theiniquities then uſed by the Clergy, and ſupercilious 
carriages of many high minded, and Biſhop-oppreſſors, whato the difgrac$both of their Church, King and Country z en- 
grofled not only the wealth of the Land, but carried themſelves above theggyvity and dignity of their Funfions; asalſothe 


removal of bad Councel from him, who were known ſome of them, to bMke moſt blaſpeming and unworthy Atheiſts ever 


God ('whoſename ſhould and mult be glorified by all men) ſuffered wp livef@der Heaven, Albeit, on the other hand (though 
Jeſuitical and Hellifh Pamphlels renders us incapable of charity) we do rely expreſs the integrity of our Soules, that we ap- 
' prehend there were as good, ſober, religious and picus men with him;asever ſhall ſucceed them, of the nndoabtedly an- 
: cient Nobility and Gentry of Britain, But he being ob(tinate andunwilling to curb_thoſe infolencies which introduced theſe 

|... untimely inſurre&tions againſt him and his poſterity 3 until hefagſhnd his own time, | far from goilding noch ÞLe- 
| deſires of the godly at that time(whoſe integrities were ax candy | ow diſtratted and impoveriſhed na- 
d domeſtick Intereſts to blow the bellows 


tions, as to the ſalyations of their own ſouls) that he gave wayboth to foSpign an terelts to 
1d bat Fin many reſpedts, ſecing Country men murther- 


n;and. "n/Qainſt the Fatker, yea, and Brother againſt Bro- 

ther. After the loſs of ſo many thouſands of innocents, ſome Matghivily @muſt ſtill (to promote their helliſh ends) pre- 

t | nds; and the Parliaments in another way to 

f ſuch juggling brings things fo to paſs,that he 

is overthrown, and we become Mafters of the field : all which hazardoyarkard encounters the poor Souldiery were for- 
ced cheerfully to undergo; and did with loyal hearts and hands endure. Theb-was it our expeRation to ſee Liberty flouriſh, 
and all corrupt Judicatories removed 3 but on the contrary, we now ſee (asweare fellow ſatfferers) our peor Countries to be 
morecheated than before, and we {lighted in the higheſt nature nor dire we ſollicit the Supream Court of Juſtice toen- 
form them of the tyrannies committed againſt usand theſe Nations from-time to time, becaufe of ſelt-ſeekiog-men ſet over 

| us, whoby our means were raiſed from the meaneſt Mechanigks to Ford-like Inheritances. 

Nay, this is not enough,but when we offer in theleaſt toco eur conditions,or make known our Caſes toour Maſters 
the Parliament, for whom we have expended our lives and fortunes, we are enjailed, beaten, and abuſed by our Officers, in 
a moſt barbarous manner. All which we truſt the Almighty will conſider, and impower us to redreſs bath the injuries of 

you the'good people of theſe Nations, and ourſelves, . 
Thus have we lived to aboliſh the tyrannies and oppreffionsof paſt times, but never expetted to have ereQFed and eſtabli- 
ſhed worſe, as their Succeffors, whoſe maskt defigns and ſpeciotis pretenees, arc not oaly made known to the meaneſt of the 
Nation, but will appear more palpable every day. Now webefgech the Lord of life to pardon both your and our fins, and 
| to enable;us more and more to make diſcoveries of ſuch Aj ſtates, g Religion confiſts morein the Prafique, than in: 


the Theorick. 
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